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Recently I stumbled across an elegant procedure for transferring toner from a laser
printer onto packing tape which can then be applied to any object:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q0-QpAKxf-o
Like any new toy, I just had to play with it. Here is what I found.
The procedure transfers images printed by a laser printer onto
packing tape. If you have a color laser printer, so much the better.
The key think to understand is that the toner is applied to plain
paper in the printer. The process transfers that toner to the tape.
We do have a limitation:
If “Hello world” is printed with blank space around it, the
text can be lifted and will have clear tape around it as
shown above.

If the text is printed with another color around it, you
will be stuck with both “Hello world” and the blue
background.

Can this procedure be used on ink from a commercial printing press?
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Since this is printed, we are talking about ink and not toner yet the background
limitation still applies.
Looking around my desk, I see many examples of printing applied
with a background color. No good.

Here are a few tips:
•
Glossy paper tends to hold onto the ink tighter than plain
paper so avoid it.
•

I’ve had no luck transferring inkjet artwork. It all just
washes off.

•

Although not the most vibrant, newspaper
artwork is the easiest to find and use. You
do have to be very gentle removing the
paper because the ink is so thin.

•

It is essential that the packing tape not be distorted
or it won’t be clear. Use a metal plate or plastic card
stuck on the leading edge of the tape to uniformly

pull it off of the roll.
•
Use tweezers to prevent fingerprints getting on the tape
when it is sticky.
•

To prevent contamination from being picked up by the
tape while you rub in the artwork, place the tape on some
clean Kitchen Parchment paper. The tape won’t stick.

•

Ink is a lot more delicate than toner. You can rub fairly
hard to start the paper balling up, but then dunk the
coupon repeatedly and rub gently. Applying a little
liquid soap directly to the paper helps to break it down.
When done, rinse the tape off. It won’t be sticky again
until it dries.
• On my HP printer, I can increase toner output but must do it through the
Control Panel. Look for Printer properties/device settings.
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Using the above procedure, I was able to lift the ink from
some paper and stick it down on this old floppy disc.

I lifted this logo and applied it around a scrap of PVC pipe.

I created a video of this procedure:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgvcKkcO848
I welcome your comments and questions.
If you wish to be contacted each time I publish an article, email me with just
"Subscribe" in the subject line. If you are on this list and have had enough, email
me "Unsubscribe" in the subject line.
Rick Sparber
Rgsparber.ha@gmail.com
Rick.Sparber.org
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