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Kayak Paddle Retaining Clips, Version 1.0 

By R. G. Sparber 
 

Protected by Creative Commons.1 

 

 

My hands are full enough as I carry all of the things I need to paddle my 

kayak. Juggling the two halves of my paddle doesn't help the situation. I 

needed a way to clip them together for both storage and transport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ah, that's better! 

 

 

The clips were made from 2-

inch diameter PVC pipe. Each 

one is about 1-inch wide. 

  

 
1 This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this 

license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, 

Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 
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First, I hook the open clip over the paddle's shaft 

between the end and the rubber drip guard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then I slightly flex the clip as it goes around the second half of the 

paddle. 

 

The closed clip drops over the top and is then slid 

down until it is snug.  

 

 

 

 

 

I now have one secure package that 

comes apart in a few seconds. 

 

A little paint on these clips will cover up 

the stuff marks. 
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I started by sawing off two 1-inch lengths of  

2-inch PVC pipe. The shaft of my paddle is 

1¼-inches in diameter. With a round bar 

clamped in my vise and one of the pieces of 

PVC looped over it,  

 

I began to heat it 

with my hot air 

gun. Nearby was 

my spray bottle 

of water.  

 

I moved the gun 

around such that 

the plastic was 

evenly heated. 

As the plastic became warm, it 

took on the consistency of 

leather. It was then easy to form it 

around the bar. 

 

 

As the PVC continued to get soft, I was able to 

wedge a second piece of 1¼ -inch rod in there. 

 

Spraying the 

plastic with 

water quickly 

hardens it. I 

repeated the 

process with 

the other piece 

of PVC. 

 

Next, I sawed a gap in the center of one piece that 

could pass the shaft.  And, finally, I rounded all 

edges.  
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I welcome your comments and questions.  
 

If you want me to contact you each time I publish an article, email me with 

"Subscribe" in the subject line. In the body of the email, please tell me if you are 

interested in metalworking, software plus electronics, kayaking, and/or the Lectric 

XP eBike so I can put you on the right distribution list.  

 

If you are on a list and have had enough, email me "Unsubscribe" in the subject 

line. No hard feelings. 

 

Rick Sparber 

Rgsparber.ha@gmail.com 

Rick.Sparber.org 
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