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We can debate endlessly about metric versus SAE, but ultimately, we just want to 

remove that nut. Especially if the nut is rounded, the socket must be a close fit. Of 

course, this discussion also applies to wrenches. 

 

We know the nut was once 3/8 inch, but maybe that is a little too loose now. What 

is the next smaller size? Rather than limit yourself to SAE, why not see if metric 

can help? I know that 3/8 inch converted to decimal starts with 0.3, so I look in that 

column. Ah, 9 mm might be a snug fit. 

 

That 11 mm socket won’t fit, but a 7/16 inch nominally 0.005 inches larger. 
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I welcome your comments and questions.  
 

If you want me to contact you each time I publish an article, email me with 

“Subscribe” in the subject line. In the body of the email, please tell me if you are 

interested in metalworking, software plus electronics, kayaking, and/or the Lectric 

XP eBike so I can put you on the right distribution list.  

 

If you are on a list and have had enough, email me “Unsubscribe” in the subject 

line. No hard feelings. 

 

Rick Sparber 

Rgsparber.ha@gmail.com 

Rick.Sparber.org 
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