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In the process of getting in and out of my car, it is handy to have a small flat 

surface. I can stage things, like a drink, on this surface, and they don’t fall over.  

 

The one thing my car does not have is a flat surface2. I 

do have this small recess just behind my hand brake 

lever. I’ve never used it. 

 

My water bottle can be balanced 

over this recess, but it usually 

falls over as I get out of the car. 

 

 

 

 

 

My solution was to build a table. Two 

chunks of scrap pine were glued together 

and shaped to fit the recess. The tabletop 

is a piece of scrap MDF held in place 

with two screws. Call this a “proof of 

concept,” but I see no need to make it 

prettier. 

  

 
1 This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this 

license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, 

Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 
2 OK, I do have the floor but that is not a convenient location. 
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 The little table is a snug fit in the recess.  

 

I now have a flat area to place things that is easily 

reachable from outside the car. And, no, I do not 

use it while driving. 

 

 

You may be wondering about that spray bottle. It 

is filled with distilled water. Here in Phoenix, in 

the summer, the steering wheel gets too hot to 

touch when the car has been sitting in the sun for 

more than a few minutes. The water instantly 

cools the surface and leaves no residue. I refill it 

once a year. 

 

 
 

 

 

I welcome your comments and questions.  
 

If you want me to contact you each time I publish an article, email me with 

“Subscribe” in the subject line. In the body of the email, please tell me if you are 

interested in metalworking, software plus electronics, or both so I can put you on 

the best distribution list.  

 

If you are on a list and have had enough, email me “Unsubscribe” in the subject 

line. 

 

Rick Sparber 

Rgsparber.ha@gmail.com 

Rick.Sparber.org 
 

mailto:Rgsparber.ha@gmail.com

